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My Cadillac Memories 
Contributed by Dan Kaufmann
He was a Ford man, but decided to buy an Oldsmobile 98.  A friend said, “For $600 more, you could buy a Cadillac,” and so he became a Cadillac man.  In 1953, my Dad bought his first Cadillac.  We drove from Chicago to Florida on a summer vacation, and I sat on the rear center armrest, like a king, between my two older brothers.  One brother had an 8 mm movie camera and took a close-up of the trunk’s “V” and crest as the car drove off.  At trip’s end, he took a close-up of the hood’s “V” and crest with the car coming toward you.
The chrome peeled off and I did not know until many years later that, because of the Korean War, the chrome plating process was compromised.  To try and prevent the peeling, my brother painted a varnish-type coating on the next Cadillac to protect the chrome.  It ruined the shine, and wouldn’t come off.

I remember our 1957 Cadillac because it had thick, heavy pile light blue carpet and Grecian key pattern silver and blue seat upholstery.  The dense pile carpeting in heavy Chicago snowstorms was far from practical.
The Cadillac dealership in Oak Park, Illinois was initially a factory branch.  I recall that the service department was on the second floor and there was a twisting ramp to it that caused tires to make a screeching sound.  In the late ‘50s the Cadillac dealer ship swapped locations with the Ford dealership, which had a newer building. 

Then, my Dad heard from a friend that it was cheaper to buy his Cadillac from a dealership in Port Washington, Wisconsin.  Today, it wouldn’t pay to do it.

The last family Cadillac was a gold 1973 Sedan de Ville.  It had an alarm system with a key hole on the front fender to activate.  It also had a toggle switch under the ignition, and when thrown, it sounded like a siren.  One time when it was towed, the windshield cracked because of the twisting torque.
Invitation for a Car Show
The owners of the Village Market and Deli, Don and Ann Campbell, have graciously and kindly invited the Club to use their parking lot on weekends to show our cars  The market and deli opened a couple of months ago in New Kent off RT-249 next to the court buildings and schools. 
They have a large parking area that would work out nicely for displaying our vehicles.   Village Market & Deli offers groceries, gifts, ice cream, bakery items, deli items and a restaurant. They serve sandwiches, soups, and pizzas, along with many other food specials. They are open for breakfast, lunch and dinner seven days a week.

           They would love to have our Club make use of their parking and they can also offer us discounts on food if we were to decide to have a bite to eat while showing off our vehicles.  We should discuss this invitation at our March meeting.
The Ten Most Unwanted


Contributed by Justin Gottlieb


BG Automotive Maintenance Services warns of unseen and frequently overlooked problems that can shorten the life of your car.  How many of the ten can you name?


Made your list?  OK, here they are:

· Lube and Fuel Oxidation – If your engine oil oxidizes, it produces sludge that can reduce engine cooling, speed up the wearing out of components and plug the passages needed for oil circulation and lubrication. Also, oxidative by-products of gasoline reduce the efficiency of fuel pumps and filters, and can cause fuel injector failure.

· Diesel Injection Clogging – If heavy carbon residue builds up on fuel injectors, it reduces their optimal efficiency and leads to a poor fuel spray pattern.  This can rob an engine of power and produce excess exhaust gas smoke, poor fuel economy and a shortened injector life.
· Drive Line Abrasion – If you don’t regularly lubricate, rear differential ring and pinion gears can suffer scoring, fretting and pitting. Progressive gear wear within the drive line will have a negative effect on seals and cause fluid leakage.
· Fuel/Air Induction Carbon - Residual fuel vapors create gummy residues which accumulate within the air intake (plenum) over time. These deposits restrict air flow and disrupt combustion air swirl and dispersal, decreasing engine efficiency and fuel economy. 
· Transmission Sludge - As Automatic Transmission Fluid (ATF) ages, it forms sludge, which reduces fluid circulation and transmission cooling. Aged ATF will create abrasive metal particles which will ruin seals and cause irreversible damage to internal components. 
· Power Steering Debris - Poor quality lubricants damage gears, seals, O-rings, bearings and bushings, and spool valves. Critical brass and other soft alloys rely on the proper balance of lubricant additives to ensure long power steering life.

· Cooling System Scale - Minerals in tap water tend to combine with additives found in automotive coolants. When this happens, they form a chemical complex called “phosphate scale.” This coats the heat transfer surfaces of the radiator and heads, and decreases heat-transfer efficiency. This scale can also destroy water pump bearings.
· Brake Fluid Moisture Contamination - Exposure to heat, pressure, and moisture will gradually deteriorate brake fluid over time. As the brake fluid additives deplete, the result is corrosion of brake parts, poor compressibility and eventual loss of brake function.
· Climate Control Mold - Moisture in air conditioning ducts is common because the air leaving the evaporator is saturated with it. Air conditioning used continuously provides little time for ducts to dry out. High moisture can cake ducts with dirt and provide an environment for mildew and mold to grow, leading to serious indoor air contamination problems.
· Battery Corrosion - Oxidation of battery terminals and the build-up of dirt and corrosion increase the loss of electrical current through the battery case. This will result in slower than normal cranking.

January/February Meeting Minutes


The January meeting was held on Tuesday, January 12th at Piccadilly Cafeteria on West Broad Street in Henrico County.  Ten members attended and discussion centered on the election of officers and a spring road trip.  Roger York was re-elected as President, Justin Gottlieb was elected Vice-President, Ron Threadgill was re-elected as Treasurer/Membership Secretary, and Rick Wilkinson was re-elected as Newsletter Editor.  Name badges were distributed and were a generous gift of Roger York.

The February meeting was held on Tuesday, February 9th.  Despite the inclement weather, seven members attended.  The spring road trip will be to Farmville along Route 460 from Petersburg.  There's a railroad museum in Crewe and an antique shop worth stopping at in Blackstone. Of course, in Farmville there's Greenfront’s Furniture.  We will have lunch along the way or at Charley’s in Farmville.  The trip will be in late March or in April.

The Club will repeat our spring car show at River City Diner on Huguenot Road near Robious Road in conjunction with the cruise-in.   We'll do this in May.
The next meeting will be on March 9th at 6:30 p.m. at the Greek/Italian restaurant in the Westland Shopping Center on the south side of Broad Street east of Parham Road in Henrico County.
  
 
October/November Treasurers Report


Our Treasurer, Ron Threadgill, reminds all members that dues for 2010 are currently due.  Dues are $15.00 and can be paid at the March meeting or mailed to Ron at his home address.  
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