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Cadillacs on the Cheap 
 
 Collectible automobile owners rarely own all the cars they would wish to 
own.  An alternative to spending a fortune to collect a fleet of full-size beauties is 
to “down-size.”  The following Cadillacs are 1/32nd scale and very affordable – 
under $15.00 per vehicle. 
 
 First is a 1931 Cadillac Series 452-A Fleetwood V-16 Roadster.  In the 
depths of the depression, the factory price for this vehicle was $5,350.00.  It was 
essentially a two-person car with room for an additional two people in a rumble 
seat when the weather was nice.  The 1931 V-16s were a continuation of the 
1930 car line.  Although the Fleetwood catalogue listed 80 potential models, it is 
likely that some of body styles were not produced in 1931, due to the low total 
production numbers.  Based on engine numbers and other sources, it appears 
that only 363 V-16 Fleetwoods were manufactured in 1931.  The number of the 
Roadster model produced is not known.  All V-16s were built on chasses with 
148 inch wheelbases and overall lengths of about 18 ½ feet.  The V-16 was a 45 
degree, overhead valve engine producing between 175 and 185 horsepower.  
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 In addition to the V-16 models, Cadillac also offered V-8 and V-12 models.  
With this broad spectrum of offerings, Cadillac began the trend that eventually 
led to its domination of the luxury car field. 
 
 Next is a 1933 Series 352-C V-16 Cadillac Limousine Brougham with a 
factory list price of $6,850.00.  This car was custom built for movie star Joan 
Crawford.  The 1933 V-16 models had a v-shaped radiator shell, fenders with 
deep skirts, and a distinctive four-bar bumper. 
 

 
 
 Cadillac had announced that V-16 production would be limited to 400 
vehicles for 1933 with each car serial-numbered with the owner’s name on a 
gold-plated tag inside the car.  In reality, only 126 cars were produced.  
Horsepower of the V-16s for 1933 was 165 at 3400 r.p.m.  The V-16 models 
would continue to be produced through the 1940 model year. 
 
 
 After World War II, the V-16 no longer existed and Cadillac relied 
exclusively upon V-8 engines.  Body styles were a continuation of pre-war styling 
with minor changes.  Major body restyling occurred with the 1948 models, but it 
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was the 1949 models that established the reign of the modern Cadillac.  The 
model below is of the 1949 Cadillac Coupe de Ville.  This body style was a new 
two-door pillarless “hardtop convertible” with a factory list price of $3,496.00. 

 
 But the really big news at Cadillac for 1949 was about the release of a 
new overhead valve V-8 engine with a displacement of 331-cid and producing 
160 horsepower.  This engine served Cadillac through the 1955 model year, 
although by then horsepower had increased to 250. 
 
 The 1948 models began Cadillac’s use of the tail fin.  In the beginning, as 
the above 1949 model shows, fins were small.  However, with the introduction of 
the 1957 models, fins began to grow in size and be more prominent.  Of course, 
the ultimate in Cadillac fins were the 1959 models, after which they began a 
decline until they ultimately disappeared with the 1971 models. 

 
 
 In addition to bigger fins, the 1957 Cadillacs, advertised as having “car of 
the future styling,” had larger windshields with a-pillars that slanted backward, 
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creating a “dog-leg” protrusion when the front door was open that bruised many a 
knee.  Front wheel openings were larger and rear fender skirts were eliminated.  
There was a new two-taillight grouping at the base of the fins and a new X-frame 
created models that were 3 inches lower at the roofline than the preceding year.  
Horsepower was 300, up 15 from 1956. 
 
 

March Meeting Minutes 

 
 The March meeting was held on Saturday, March 21st at 4:00 p.m. at 
Dance Masters Studio at 5008 Lakeside Avenue in Richmond.  
 
 Attendance was good, although most attendees were Buick or Oldsmobile 
owners.  Cadillac members decided that perhaps the new Saturday meeting date 
was negatively affecting participation.  Consequently, members voted to change 
meeting dates to Tuesdays.  
 
 The April meeting of the Central Virginia Cadillac and LaSalle Club will be 
on Tuesday, April 21st at Candellas Restaurant at 14235 Midlothian Turnpike in 
Chesterfield County.  The restaurant is in the Ivymont Square Shopping Center, 
east of Route 288.  It has a semi-private area conducive to group meetings.  The 
meeting will be at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 There was discussion of a joint car show with Cadillac, LaSalle, Buick and 
Oldsmobile owners participating.  The location will probably be a large parking lot 
on Lakeside Avenue north of Dancemasters.  The issue of insurance was raised; 
the national club has a blanket liability policy for shows; Club President Roger 
York will obtain a copy. 
 
 The show will likely be May 16th or 17th.  Details will be finalized at the 
April meeting, so be sure to attend. 
 
 

March Treasurer’s Report 
 

The Treasurer reported that the Club’s account had a balance of 
$1,453.55.  Eight additional members had paid their dues by the time of the 
March meeting.  No expenses were incurred for the month. 
 
 

Spring Means Car Shows Begin 
 
 Everyone wants to get out with their beauties to a car show after a long 
winter of being cooped up in the garage.  Here are some upcoming opportunities. 
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April 11 - Virginia Classic Cruisers 13th Annual Open Car Show 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Southside Nazarene Church (Rt. 288 & Courthouse Rd.)  
For more information call Steve or Cindy Jackson at (804) 739-5558 
     or www.vaclassiccruisers.com 

 
April 11 - Custom Car Show, Open House & Benefit  
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
Precision Body Works, 12210 Washington Highway, Ashland, VA 
$20.00 registration 
Awards and prizes 
Proceeds to benefit Michael (Binx) Hall injured in an accident  
For information or to pre-register, contact Shelly at (804) 218-3890,  
     Chuck Anderson at ce.anderson@verizon.net or (804) 641-7933, or  
     Benny Mahoney at benny.mahoney@comcast.net or (804) 641-7942 
  
April 11 - Home Town Cruise-In Car and Truck Show (Rain date April 18) 
9:00 a.m.to 3:30 p.m.  
Food Lion Parking Lot, 16625 Montpelier Rd, Montpelier VA 23192 
$20.00 registration 
Classes include Classic Cars, Antique Cars and Trucks 
Judging begins at 1:00 p.m. with 25 Trophies; Best Overall will be People’s Choice  
All proceeds go to the Cancer Society  
For information contact Ernest Wright at (804) 883-5575 or (804) 350-6680 
 
April 18 – 24th Annual Early Bird Rod Run  
Victory Tabernacle Church, 11700 Genito Road, Midlothian VA  
All vehicles 1979 or earlier  
For information contact Larry Balch at (804) 526-4318 or LARRYSRODS@aol.com, 
     or www.virginiastreetrods.org 
 
April 18 – 2nd Annual Swap Meet and Car Corral 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Classic Car Center of Fredericksburg, 3591 Lee Hill Drive (off Route 2 South 
     between the Fairgrounds and Shannon Airport)  
No registration fees  
For information, call (540) 370-4474 or see website at www.classiccarcenter.net 
 
April 18 – 5th Annual Rims on the River Vintage Car, Hot Rod & Motorcycle Show 
Downtown Wilmington, NC, from Front St. south to Orange St. and Front St. north 
     to Cape Fear Community College  
Cars and motorcycles 1980 and older 
Trophies for various classes  
Registration fee - $5.00 (every paid participant gets a half-off Fat Tony’s pizza 
     buffet coupon)  
“The Corral” for collector vehicles that are for sale, (no fee) at corner of Princess St.  
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     and N. Front St.  
Innkeeper Motel is offering a discount (5345 Market St., right next to IHOP); Call  
(910) 799-4292 or (800) Innkeeper for details on discount  
For information call (216)374-8884 or see web site at www.rimsontheriver.com 
 
April 18 - Blue Knights of VA Chapter VIII 1st Annual New Kent Bike Festival  
     and Car Show 
8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  
Colonial Downs Racetrack, I-64 Exit 214 
Free Admission   
For information, call Tom at (804) 627-2535 
 
April 18 - Cruisin’ Virginia Beach Car Show  
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
Virginia Beach, on the Boardwalk between 2nd and 31st Streets 
Hot rods, street machines, classic cars, and trucks  
Trophies and cash prizes  
Presented By Eastern Truck & Accessories  
Day of show registration at 18th Street & Arctic Avenue lot - 7:00 a.m.  
Information/registration at www.beachstreetusa.com/files/CruisinRegistration2009.pdf  
 
April 22 to 26 - Spring Carlisle Collector Car Swap Meet & Corral 
Information at www.carlisleproductions.com 
 
April 24 & 25 –37th Annual Colonial Williamsburg Rod Run 
Registration starts 12:00 p.m. April 24th and 8:00 a.m. April 25th  
Colonial Williamsburg Visitors Center, Williamsburg, VA (in the parking lot behind 
     the Center) 
1972 and older cars and trucks 
Sponsored by the Tidewater Street Rod Association  
For information contact Jesse Mathews at (757) 714-2302 or www.tsra-va.com 
 
April 25 - "Central Virginia Mustang Club 4th Annual Car Show 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (Rain or Shine) 
Virginia Center Commons Mall, U.S. Route 1, Glen Allen, VA, across from Texas 
     Roadhouse in the mall parking lot 
Open to all cars and trucks 
Sponsored by: the Central Virginia Mustang Club 
Registration - $20.00 (day of the show) 
Helping the Simon Youth Foundation 
For information contact George Bobrovsky at georgeb427@verizon.net or (804) 
     658-8173 or www.centralvamustang.com 
 
April 25 - "Field of Wheels" Car and Craft Festival 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Belmont Farms Distillery, 13490 Cedar Run Road, Culpeper VA  
Open Car Show - Over 50 awards to be given (judged and people's choice) 
Modern, classic, and antique cars and trucks, motorcycles, antique 
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     tractors(Pre-59), antique fire apparatus 
Pre Registration - $10.00; at the Gate - $15.00 
For information, call (804) 672-5744 or email fieldofwheels@aol.com 
 
April 25 - Unionville Elementary School 1st Annual Car and Craft Show 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Unionville Elementary School, 10285 Zachary Taylor Hwy., Unionville, VA 
Registration - $12.00 per car 
Proceeds to benefit school`s field trips and theatre productions 
Trophies for Top Car, Top Truck, Top Motorcycle, Top Race Car, Best of Show,  
     and Kids Choice 
For information contact Christi Macedo at (703) 577-0184 
 
May 2 – 31st Heart of Virginia Festival Cruise-In  
8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
South Main Street near McDonald's, Farmville VA 
Registration - $10.00, or $15.00 on day of cruise 
Cash prizes for the furthest distance and trophies for crowd favorites 
For information contact Gene Southall at (434) 392-1554 
 
May 2 - Super Cruise at the Crossing Shopping Center 
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
The Crossing Shopping Center, Route 36 Hopewell VA  
Sponsored by the Oldies But Goodies Classic Cruizers and the Crossings merchants 
 
May 2 - Summer CarTasTic Car Show 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Hampton Chevrolet, 1073 W. Mercury Boulevard, Hampton, VA 23669 
Registration - $20.00 for first vehicle; $10 for additional vehicles 
Open to all makes, models and years of cars 
Sponsored by the Tidewater Corvette Club 
For information go to www.tidewatercorvetteclub.com 
 
May 2 - Shenandoah Harley-Davidson’s 1st Annual Cruise-In  
12:00 p.m. to-5:00 p.m. 
Top 10 People’s Choice Awards; Dash Plaques to all Entrants 
For information, contact Adrienne at Adrienne@shenhd.com or (540) 213-8021 
 
May 2 - The ROC Bike Fest and Car Show 
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Richmond Outreach Center, 6255 Warwick Rd., Richmond, VA. 
Cash prizes, dash plaques, and trophy giveaways 
For information, call (804) 675-4101, email TheROCofVA@aol.com, or visit  
     www.TheROC.com 
 
May 2 - King George High School Skills USA 4th annual car show (rain date May 9th) 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (registration starts at 8:00 a.m.) 
King George High School, 10100 Foxes Way, King George, VA  
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Registration - $20.00 
All makes and models are welcome 
Top 15 win trophies 
For information, contact Mrs. Fedder at (540) 775-3535 or by email at 
     cfedder@kgcs.k12.va.us 
 
May 9 - Old Dominion Late Great Chevys NAPA Auto Parts Auto Show 
8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (Rain date May 10th) 
NAPA parking lot, 800 Southlake Boulevard, Chesterfield Co. VA 
Open to all autos from 1913 to present 
Dash plaques to the first 100 entrants 
Portion of profits to benefit Hospitality House at MCV 
For information contact Bob Akers at (804) 402-2216 
 
May 9 - Amelia Lions Club 2009 Car Show 
Registration - 8:00 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Amelia County Courthouse Square 
Registration - $15.00 before May 1 or, $20.00 at the gate 
For information, contact Becky Harrison at (804) 513-0962 
 
May 9 – “Shake, Rattle & Roll Spring Car Show” - A Tribute to the Suffolk Raceway 
8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Main St. in downtown Suffolk VA (between Washington St. and Finney Ave.) 
Pre-1975 vehicles only 
Awards presented in 10 classes 
Pre-registration - $20.00 by April 11; $25.00 after (Non-judged class $10) 
First 300 judged registrants receive dash plaque, goodie bag, commemorative gift, 
     and Friday-night VIP reception 
Proceeds benefit a permanent Suffolk Raceway exhibit at the new Suffolk Visitor 
     Center (opening fall 2010) 
For information, call toll free (866)-733-7835 or visit www.Suffolk-Fun.com 
 
May 9 – 4th Annual Cruisin' For a Cure 
11:00 a.m.to 3:00 p.m. 
Battlefield Park Elementary School 5501 Mechanicsville Tnpk., Mechanicsville, VA 
Open to all years and makes of cars and trucks 
Awards for Best Interior, Best Undercarriage, Best Engine Compartment, Best in 
     Show, and Best in Class 
Vehicle entries are a $20.00 donation the day of the event 
Sponsored by Bruce’s Racers 
All proceeds will be donated to Bruce’s Racers Relay for Life Team and the American 
     Cancer Society 
For information, contact Stuart Bernstein at (804) 559-4484, (804) 908-2590, or by  
     e-mail at apokiehokie@verizon.net, or James Robinson at (804) 350-2134  
 
May 9 – 5th Annual Charles Harding Memorial Car Show American Cancer Society 
     Relay for Life Fundraiser 
Registration from 10:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.; Judging 12:00 p.m.; Awards 
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     presented at 2:30 p.m. 
Randolph-Henry High School, 755 David Bruce Highway, Charlotte Court  
     House, VA  
Pre-registration - $13.00 per car, $8.00 per motorcycle (by May 06); day of 
show registration - $15.00 ($10.00 if two cars entered); motorcycle: $10.00 
Awards given to the top two in each class, plus Longest Driven (miles to show) 
     and Charles Harding Best of Show Award (Stock & Modified) 
For information, contact Joanne Catron at (434) 736-9432 
 
May 10 – 19th Annual Mother's Day Rod Run 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Walker Grant Middle School, Route 1 next to Purvis Ford in Fredericksburg, VA 
Open show (no vans or motorcycles) 
Dash plaques and goodie bags to the first 100 registered 
Trophies presented to the top 25 voted on by participants; also, specialty trophies  
     selected by the Club will be awarded along with awards for Club Participation 
Sponsored by the Fredericksburg Street Rods 
Proceeds benefit Walker Grant School's Special Education Program 
Pre registration by April 30 - $13.00; day of show - $15.00 
For more information, contact Susan Rao at (540) 895-9312 or Ron Wactor at  
     (540) 972-2546  
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